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YOUR CARRIAGE AWAITS AT THE AVON CAUSEWAY
A veritable feast of railway memorabilia awaits the visitor to the Avon Causeway Hotel at Hurn, near Christchurch in Dorset – including a fully renovated Pullman carriage and a shunting locomotive.

The pub was once the Hurn station building on the Ringwood, Christchurch and Bournemouth railway.  It was opened in 1862 and last train pulled out on September 28th 1935. Sadly the closure of the station had been inevitable as dwindling passenger numbers made the route unprofitable. 

It wasn’t until many years later that the defunct station was given a face-lift and transformed into a popular pub with rooms, The Avon Causeway Hotel. Now pints of Wadworth real ale are pulled where once tickets were sold, and the customers relax and enjoy the excellent food instead of hurrying to catch a train. 

However, the Avon Causeway has retained much of the character of its railway heritage, with the original platform still intact and old timetables and 1930’s advertisements taking the visitor back in time. In pride of place, is an old Pullman Carriage and a shunter locomotive, both seemingly poised for the customers that they will never transport.

An 1881 timetable displayed on the platform reveals that a regular service ran several times a day from Hurn (spelt Herne at that time) to Waterloo, via Portsmouth, 
Winchester, Basingstoke and a number of other smaller stations. What’s more, travel could be made in First, Second or Third class.

The pub has 12 well-equipped, comfortable rooms and offers a great place to bed and breakfast to explore the lovely town of Christchurch and the nearby New Forest. The real ale is superb with a selection of Wadworth seasonal and regular favourites as well as occasional guest ales from other local breweries. The restaurant serves an excellent choice of mainly classic British dishes in generous homemade portions with local produce on offer whenever possible. 

A recent review in the local paper, the Bournemouth Echo, gave the food here a big thumbs-up, with reviewer Gavin Haines declaring his steak “a prime piece of meat and one of the best steaks I’ve had this year.” He also commented that the pub “is like a mini museum for 1930s rail travel, which serves beer. That’s my kind of museum.”

The elegance and romanticism of the golden age of rail is regularly recreated at The Avon Causeway, when Pullman Carriage No 340 is hired out for private parties. Murder Mystery nights which involve the guests coming in costume are particularly popular, and include a three-course dinner as well as a crime to solve. 

For visitors flying away for a holiday from Bournemouth Airport, the pub offers up to a fortnight of free parking if you stay the night before you fly. Visitors wishing to reach the Avon Causeway by rail should come to Christchurch station where taxis are available for the short trip to the hotel. 

Publicans Mick Mullin and Ali Croom are welcoming hosts with many years of experience behind them. “We love the heritage of the Avon Causeway and are always delighted to greet people with an interest in railway history,” says Mick. “Although the Pullman and locomotive can be viewed from the exterior every day, the interiors  are only open to the public when booked for private events. But we are always happy to give someone with a genuine interest a private look around.”
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