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PRESS RELEASE
MARCH 2010 

WORKING WADWORTH SHIRE HORSE TOM RETIRES TO HORSEWORLD
The largest of Wadworth’s celebrated shire horses, 14 year-old Tom, has finally hung up his reins and retired to enjoy the good life at HorseWorld, a registered charity based in Bristol.

Tom who stands at a magnificent 18.2 hands has worked pulling the Wadworth dray and as a show horse for eight years. Wadworth still makes weekday deliveries of cask ales, wines, spirits, cider and soft drinks by dray from the brewery in Devizes, and Tom and his fellow horses Prince, Monty and Max are well known on the streets of the Wiltshire market town. 

“We’re really sad to see him go,” said Head Horseman Barry Petherick. “He’s enjoyed his work and has been an excellent ambassador for Wadworth. He has won many awards with the team over the years at county shows and we will miss him, but the time has come for him to take it easy, and HorseWorld is a great place for him to enjoy his retirement.” 

HorseWorld at Whitchurch in Bristol was founded in the 1950s to care for retired working horses at a time when many horses were being replaced by the new motorised vehicles. Now with so few working horses needing a retirement home, the charity primarily welcomes horses requiring rescue and rehabilitation. 

There are 147 horses on site and many more in carefully selected loan homes. The centre is open to the public and has a visitor centre. “We are proud that Wadworth has selected us as a retirement home for Tom,” said Managing Director Mark Owen. “He will have a wonderful life here and be admired by many. We will give him time to settle in before he meets the public, but we are confident that he will respond well to people because of the all the work that he has done on the streets of Devizes and at shows.”

The shire horse deliveries are part of the traditional brewing trade crafts still maintained by Wadworth to this day. The brewery also supports a traditional sign writing shop where pub signs are hand painted, and has the only brewery Master Cooper still working in the country. A tour of the visitor centre and brewery always includes a trip to visit the famous shire horses unless they are out on delivery, on holiday or at an event.
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